
Mass Schedule 
 

   Saturday          4:30 pm 
   Sunday          11:00 am 
   Weekday: Tuesday & Friday          8:15 am 
   Reconciliation—Saturdays        3:00-4:00 pm 
   Reconciliation—First Friday     9:00--9:30 am 
        (and Adoration) 
 
Contact Us 
 

   Parish Office   (513) 531-3164 
   5935 Pandora Ave.   Cincinnati, OH  45213 
   parish@nativity-cincinnati.org 
 
   School—Grades K-8  (513) 458-6767 
   school@nativity-cincinnati.org 
 
   St. Vincent de Paul (513) 531-0283 
 

 
Marriage 
 

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months 
prior to desired date to schedule a meeting with the 
Pastor 
 
 
Mobile Devices 
 

Please turn off all mobile devices upon entering the 
church.  Thank you! 

Parish Staff 
 

Fr. Eric Roush-Pastor 
Mrs. Sharon Kindell-Executive Assistant to the Pastor 
Mr. Rudy Gruenke IV-Systems & Special Projects 
Sr. Janet Schneider, CDP-DRE/Pastoral Associate 
Mr. John Puljanowski-Accounts Manager 
Mrs. Julie Abraham-Development Director 
Mr. Thomas Franklin-Music Ministry 
Mrs. Claudia Kimura-School Secretary 
Mrs. Mary Lennard-Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

 
 
Baptism 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to schedule a Baptism.  
There are no baptisms during Lent. Attendance at the 
preparation program is required before a first child’s 
Baptism.  To sign up for the Baptism Program please 
contact Sr. Janet Schneider. 

 
 
Hearing Enhancement Equipment 
 

Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help 
you hear the service.  An usher would be happy to 
assist you.  Please return the unit after the service. 

We hope you will find a place of comfort, consolation and encouragement; a place where you will meet Christ in 
a community of faithful and they will find Christ in you.  If you have any questions about Nativity, please contact 
any of the staff below and they will be glad to help. 

Welcome to Nativity! 



This Week at Nativity 
Sunday, December 13 

 10:45am Catechesis 

    (Until 12:00pm)……………POB 

 11:00am  Mass………………...Church 

   12:15pm      Baptism  

 

Monday, December 14 

 

Tuesday, December 15 

 8:15am Mass………………...Church 

 

Wednesday, December 16 

 

Thursday,  December 17 

    9:30-11am      Catechesis……………..POB 

    4:00-5:00pm   Catechesis……….POB & Upstairs 

 

Friday, December 18 

 8:15am Mass………………….Church 

      No School 

 

Saturday, December 19 

    3:00pm     Confession……...Day Chapel - PO 

                                     (until 4:00pm) 

    4:30pm     Mass........................... Church 

 

PO—Parish Office  

POB—Parish Office Basement 

Minister Schedule 

Saturday  ●  4:30 pm   December 19 

Lectors    Beth Gunderson 

    Martha Heidkamp 

 

Sunday  ●  11:00am      December 20 

Lectors    Bob Herring 

    Bitsy Smyjunas 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, December 13 

 11:00am For the People 

 

Tuesday, December 15 

 8:15am Janice Farmer 

 

Friday, December 18 

 8:15am Kellie Meador 

 

Saturday, December 19 

 4:30pm For Our Benefactors 

Sick & Shut-ins 

Bill Bach 

Reid Baumgartner 

Liz Bellew 

Mary Jo Beresford 

Dottie Brinker 

Eugene Carlson 

Kathy Chalfin 

Barbara Cottrell 

Diana DeRhodes 

Joe Doering 

Declan Donovan 

Stella Evans 

Barry Funk 

Jim Kaufman 

Fr. Ray Kellerman 

Mary Sue Loftus 

Al/Mary Lou Matre 

Mary McErlane 

Gretchen 

Niswonger 

Ron Rulon 

Debbie Schneider 

Maureen Sullivan 

Carl Udry 

Bob Valerius 

Jan Weaver 

 

Friends & Family 

Mark Behring 

Sally Bowron 

Aaron Bradford 

Sheila Caldwell 

James Doolittle 

Bob Finn 

Rick Holtz 

John Mack 

Doug Martin 

Bob Mitchell 

Ellen Molloy 

Greg Morley 

David Palmer 

Nancy Purcell 

Holly Rough 

Peg Schuckman 

Rick Seivers 

Susan Shakelford 

Mary Ellen Spaite 

Mike Tebbe 

Mary Williams 

Craig Wrober 

Please 
Pray 

Scripture Readings 
For the Weekend of December 13, 

2020 

 

 Is  61:1-2a, 10-11 

 1 Thes  5:16-24 

  Jn  1:6-8, 19-28 



From the Pastor’s Desk 
“A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light” (John 1:6-8). This 
testimony is recorded in the gospel reading this weekend. Like John the Baptist, as Catholics, as 
members of the Church, as parishioners, we are not the light of the world. We receive this light in 
our baptism, symbolized by the candle that is handed on from the priest, to the godparents, to the 
baptized child. This light is entrusted to us to be kept burning brightly. We are baptized as tenders 
of this sacred flame, to become and remain beacons of light. 
 
The flame ignited in our baptism is strengthened as we are empowered by the gift of the Holy Spirit 
through the sacrament of confirmation. The spirit of the Lord that descended upon Jesus at his own 
baptism in the Jordan river by his cousin John is the same spirit poured out upon us. The first 
reading on the 3rd Sunday of Advent Cycle B is from the prophet Isaiah. It is that portion of the 
scroll that Jesus of Nazareth himself unrolls and proclaims to be fulfilled in the hearing of the 
synagogue (cf. Luke 4:21) following his baptism. As disciples of Jesus, we are both called and 
equipped to do the work that Jesus did: to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the 
Lord” (Isaiah 61:1-2a). 
  
Our parish is to be a firepit where the flame of the Holy Spirit, the burning love of Christian charity, 
is stoked and seen from afar. Starting a fire at a campsite or even in our own backyards just seems 
to draw our neighbors together. It becomes the fixed point of warmth and light around which a 
community forms and is sustained. This attractive quality is true in the life of discipleship, too. As 
we follow Jesus and are open to his Spirit we live the works of mercy: feed the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, clothe the naked, give hospitality to travelers and the homeless, visit the sick and those 
in prison, and bury the dead. These real acts of charity are what shape our parish into a beacon of 
light, drawing others to the warmth and light of Christ. 
  
John the Baptist is a model of this beacon of light. He was not a priest, either of the tribe of Levi or 
of the New Testament priesthood instituted by Christ, but his vocation to radiate Christ by 
proclaiming the good news was clear. In fact, his father Zechariah prophesied, “He will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the 
Lord their God” (Luke 1:15b-16). In our baptism we are born again of water and the Holy Spirit as 
sons and daughters of God. Each of us is created with a particular purpose, called by the Father 
and gifted through the Holy Spirit to be about the work of Jesus in extending the Kingdom of 
Heaven through the ministry of the Church. To be beacons of light radiating Christ into the world 
darkened by sin and suffering. 
 
Advent is the seasoning of awaiting the dawn. This time of anticipation and preparation could also 
be an opportunity to unwrap more of the gift of the Holy Spirit we received in our baptism and in 
whom we are sealed at confirmation in order to live the mission of Jesus. A help along these lines is 
a spiritual gifts inventory, like the Called & Gifted program offered through the Catherine of Siena 
Institute: https://learning.siena.org. Another path to growing in relationship with the Holy Spirit is to 
view The Wild Goose series at FORMED.org. Let’s also pray for the men preparing to be 
configured to Christ by the Holy Spirit through ordination to the priesthood. Check out the Vocations 
Office website to pray for each man by name: https://catholicaoc.org/vocations/seminarians. The 
light shines more brightly in our communion with one another. Together we radiate Christ.  
 

Fr. Eric 

 

https://learning.siena.org/
http://formed.org/
https://catholicaoc.org/vocations/seminarians


DECEMBER 13, 2020  THIRD  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Donate today to the “Building Our 
Community” Nativity Annual Fund  

The “Building Our Community” Annual Fund 

kicked off recently with the goal of raising 

$100,000 to establish a COVID Relief Fund to 

provide for unexpected expenses in the 

school due to the pandemic; to install 

technology in the church to allow for live-

streaming of Mass and other sacramental 

celebrations; and to install a fire detection 

system in the parish office building. In 

addition, $10,000 will be added to the School 

Education Fund which provides tuition aid to 

families in need.  Also, $5,000 will be 

allocated to be shared between St. Vincent de 

Paul and The Caring Place, a first-time annual 

fund priority to help our neighbors in the 

community.  For more information regarding 

the “Building Our Community” Annual Fund 

go to www.nativity-cincinnati.org/giving/

annual-fund. Donate now at https://nativity-

cincinnati.weshareonline.org/AnnualFund Or, 

make a check out to Nativity Annual Fund, 

and mail it to Nativity, 5935 Pandora Avenue, 

Cincinnati, OH 45213. Thank you in advance 

Our Stewardship 
Church Offerings Dec. 6, 2020 Fiscal YTD  

Regular Collection…. .....................14,527.00 ..............132,962.97 

School Support                                       75.00……………….4,641.00 

Online Collection .......................... (1,274.00) ……………..92,647.39 

Total Offerings ...............................13,328.00…………...230,251.36 

Budget .............................................10,900.00…………...250,700.00 

Over/Under Budget ......................... 2,428.00……………(20,448.64) 

The Giving Tree – GIFTS DUE DEC. 13 – and THANKS! 
 

The Nativity community has responded with generousity to the Giving 
Tree this year. Thoughtful and needed gifts will be delivered to over 300 
people who may not have received any other gifts this Christmas, 
including community families served by our St. Vincent de Paul Society 
and the St. Monica/St. George Food Pantry, elderly residents of the 
Pleasant Ridge Care Center and Marquette Manor, first-graders at Ethyl 
Taylor Academy, and children served by Mother of Christ Parish in Winton 
Place.   

 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped.  Each beautiful gift will send God’s message of love to 
its recipient, and our ability to give is indeed something to be thankful for! 

 

REMINDER: IF YOU HAVE NOT YET TURNED IN YOUR GIFT, BRING IT TO CHURCH BY NOON, 
THIS SUNDAY, DEC.  13.  Text Grace at 510-9453 or call 821-4163 if you cannot bring your gift 
in on time. Thanks. 

http://www.nativity-cincinnati.org/giving/annual-fund
http://www.nativity-cincinnati.org/giving/annual-fund
https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/AnnualFund
http://www.nativity-cincinnati.org/giving/annual-fund
https://nativity-cincinnati.weshareonline.org/AnnualFund


December 13, 2020 

 

Below are Confession times during 

Advent for both Nativity and Holy 

Trinity: 

Nativity (Chapel) Mondays 7:00 to 

8:00 PM, December 14 & 21 

Holy Trinity (Day Chapel) Thursdays 

7:00 to 8:00 PM, December 17. 

In good times and bad, Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests have served our Church and 

world.  Today, they pray for a world that is hurting.  Yet hundreds of religious communities do not have 

enough retirement savings and struggle to provide for aging members.  Your gift to today’s Retirement 

Fund for Religious collection helps provide medications, nursing care, and more.  Please be generous. 

This year in particular, many of our neighbors served by The Caring Place 
and St. Vincent de Paul are in even greater need. This is where “Feed the 
Need” steps in. Grocery certificates in $5.00 denominations can be 
purchased and were given to The Caring Place  through Thanksgiving and 
now will be given to St. Vincent de Paul through Jan. 3rd. These 
organizations distribute them to their growing number of clients. This 
provides us with a perfect opportunity to feed the hungry as Jesus asks us. 
Additionally, grocery certificates make a great gift for someone special, the 
person who has everything, or as a memorial. St. Ann’s  will provide a card 
to acknowledge your gift. Please send your contribution to fund grocery 
certificates to the  parish or school office marked “St. Ann’s Feed the 
Need” (donation forms are in the vestibule of church) or you can contribute 
on Nativity’s safe and secure website under Give to Nativity and indicate 
Feed the Need grocery certificates. If you have any questions, please contact 
Eleanor Rutishauser at 513-631-8447 or ekrutishauser@gmail.com  

mailto:ekrutishauser@gmail.com


In today’s Gospel John the Baptist says, “I am the voice of one crying in the 

desert; make straight the way of the Lord.”  Let us ask for the grace to 

help others to know the love of the Lord. 

Christmas is a time of love and gift giving….please give to the Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul so that those who do not have clothes and food 

can share in the blessings of Christmas. 

St. Francis Seraph Church is hosting its 8th annual “A Franciscan 
Christmas” at the Christian Moerlein Brewery, 1621 Moore Street 
from now until December 31, 2020.  They will be featuring Nativity 
Scenes from around the world, Train Displays, Claus Collection, 
Dickens Village, and Christmas Trees of all kinds.  The displays will 
be open on Fridays; 4:00-7:00 PM, Saturdays Noon-7:00 PM and 
Sundays 1:00-7:00 PM.  Admission is free.  Donations for the 
support of St. Francis Seraph Church and School are welcomed.  
Due to COVID-19, masks are required.  There is plenty of room for 
social distancing.   

THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is once again 

providing needs-based tuition assistance to 

elementary school students for the 2021-2022 

school year.  Applications will be accepted 

through February 8, 2021.  For more 

information and to apply, please visit 

catholicbestchoice.org.  

In an effort to keep our faith community safe and healthy, we are in-

viting parishioners to purchase their own personal copies of  the 

“Breaking Bread” Missal for use at home or in church. Bring it with 

you to Mass and take it home with you after each Mass. To purchase 

your copy, please call or stop by the parish office to make  arrange-

ments for pickup. Cost 

is $10 per Missal. 






